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whole. Many foreign scholars went from it imbued with French
methods and culture, the inspiring radiance of which they took
back to their native countries. The period before the Great War
was characterised by the high standard of the Sorbonne, as well
as the College de France and the Haute Ecole des Sciences
Politiques et Economiques, other citadels of French intellectual
genius and a humanist, liberal spirit.
This spirit, like the country's economic foundations, could not
fail to be affected by the change and the threats to the whole
European economic structure after Versailles. A narrow
isolationist spirit of nationalism spread through the Sorbonne,
especially the Faculty of Medicine, which! made vehement protests
against the admission of foreign doctors into France. The liberal
spirit of the nineteenth century had found it reasonable enough
for a doctor holding a French diploma to have the right to
practise medicine in France. The liberal profession could afford
the luxury of this gesture, made possible by economic circum-
stances, because very few foreign students took advantage of
this right, since they were always anxious to return to their own
countries, where the prestige of a French degree would ensure
them a good practice.
This spirit survived for some considerable time after the warJ
Many foreign doctors and dentists, especially Russians and
Rumanians, were thus enabled to set up in France and even
attain a certain renown. For instance, a Russian Officer of
the Legion of Honour was for many years dentist to Daladier
and his family.                                                                \
But this narrow-minded nationalist spirit was soon to affect
not only the Faculty of Medicine, but also the Faculty of Law,
thus refiectirig the contraction in the liberal profession's standard
of living with the progress of the depression. In spite of the
sometimes tumultuous opposition of the students, who were no
longer demonstrating on the BouT Mich' on behalf of the " Rights
of Man *% but brawling with, razor blades on the side of the
Action Frangaise,. Charles Maurras* paper, against the Droit de
Vivre* the .paper representing, the " Anti-racial League " of the
intrepid Bernard Lecache (who, liberated from a Vichy camp in
North Africa, has again taken up his fight in an unbroken spirit),
France .welcomed a.number of exiled scholars,, from Germany
even and Central Europe, and procured them posts in the
Universities, ^as for instance was the case with the mathematician
aiid courageous anti-Nazi Gumbel hi Lyons. Gumbel had been
fortunate enough to escape the fate which in 1933 overtook
Professor, Lessing, barbarously assassinated in Karlsbad by